
Hi Everyone, 
  
Quite an eventful month has passed. I know this is a bit personal but I would like to thank 
my wife Janet for 40 years of fabulous marriage. It was our Ruby Wedding Anniversary on 
the 24th April. 
  
The Footpath from Bryncae to Brynna through Brynna Woods
On 8th April RCT CBC was requested to close the footpath over the railway line as a 
matter of urgency and safety by Network Rail. The County Borough’s footpath officer 
invoked an emergency closure procedure, thus closing the entire footpath. When the 
matter was brought to the attention of the Community Council and RCT’s ward member 
(Cllr Turner) by concerned members of the public, the Community Council working in 
conjunction with Cllr Turner immediately questioned the validity of the claim by Network 
Rail, since nothing had changed in the vicinity of that crossing over the last 50+ years. It 
transpired that Network Rail were concerned over the safety of the crossing between the 
hours of 11pm and 7am when approaching trains do not sound their horns and the line of 
sight is quite short. Anyway to cut a long story short, within 24 hours the closure notice 
was rescinded and Network Rail have imposed a 50 mph speed limit in the vicinity of the 
crossing. 
  
Grants
Dosbarth Melyn of Brynna Community Primary School helped me to present a grant of 
£10000 to Tim Jones of the South West Wales Wildlife Trust, from Llanharan Community 
Council. The monies will be used to extended the facilities within the woods and marshes. 
The monies will be used to extend the wooden walkway into the marsh area so that people 
may better observe the wildlife and habitat of the marshes; to provide signs at strategic 
points throughout the community at entrances to footpaths leading to the woods, but to 
name a few projects, and to continue the good management and maintenance of the 
area’s paths. On top of that it will help the Wildlife Trust to attract matching funding from 
other sources as well. This green oasis within the centre of our community is very much 
used and appreciated. 
I would also like to thank the volunteers who regularly turn up to help with the work that is 
needed to keep the woods and marshes in good order. 
  
Christmas Lights and the Easter Fayre
The Christmas Lights Group organised an Easter Fayre to raise monies for more 
Christmas lights in the community this year. The event (which we hope will become an 
annual one) took place in Llanharan Miners Welfare Hall on Easter Saturday. It was a 
privilege to open the proceedings which was extremely well attended by the Community. 
Each child received an Easter egg and met the Easter Bunny. There was egg painting, egg 
hunts, biscuit decorating activities, an Easter bonnet parade for the children and craft stalls 
for the adults. The hardest task was judging the bonnets and my congratulations to all took 
part, every bonnet was really a wonderful work of art. 
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Refreshments were available in the guise of hot drinks, turkey and bacon rolls, cupcakes 
etc.  My thanks go to the volunteers who made this happen: 
Maria & John Thomas, Jolene Allen, Pam Uppal & all the girls, Sarah, Martin, Jack & 
Oliver Liney, Rebekah Smith, Sarah Burt, Judith Stolzenberg, Carol Pilkington, Andrea & 
Alex Harkin, David Evans, Sadie Lowrey, Sonia Teizar, John Bowman, Jeff Williams, Jan 
Parker, Justin Morgan, Roxanne Dyke and Pamela Allen 
To the Drop-in Centre for the loan of extra tables and finally to all the local businesses that 
donated to the event, you know who are and so do those that attended. Your support was 
invaluable and I hope that the community in turn supports your businesses. 
  
The event raised an amazing £1191.91 which along with £9000 budgeted by the 
Community Council and £4000 in grants from the Windmill funds should really enhance 
the Christmas lights display for this year. 

Brynna Gwynion Play area
The order for the equipment has now been placed and installation is expected during May. 
Whilst talking about play areas, RCT CBC have announced that two play areas which they 
are responsible for, namely Trenos Place and Harold Street are to have major updates at 
cost of around £90000 total. 
  
Hillcrest/Meadow Rise Play area and foot path
The Community Council is still awaiting proposals and tenders. 
  
Allotments
The area at the entrance to Pendre allotments has been tidied up and work to drop the 
kerb edging to give cars an easier access has been completed. 
The footpath and allotments committee are reviewing the Community Council’s tenancy 
agreement for allotments in light of several complaints regarding livestock that is kept on 
an allotment. We appreciate that this is a sensitive issue for all concerned and we will take 
into account the view of all tenants. 
  
Community Centres
The possible community asset transfer of Bryncae Community Centre is progressing and 
the Community Council will be entering discussions with support from RCT officers and 
Bryncae Community Centre Management Committee to finalise the way forward. 
  
Llanharan Medical Facilities
A delegation from the Community Council met the Chair of Cwm Taf Health Board and the 
director responsible for primary care. The Health Board was acutely aware of the current 
position regarding the new development at Llanilid. There will now be further meetings to 
map out a strategic plan for the way forward. One of the main issues that the Chair of the 
Health Board pointed out was the lack of GPs nationally and newly qualified GPs willing to 
start up new surgeries. However, he was optimistic that a solution can be found.

Future Meetings 
The Annual Council Meeting will be on Thursday 19th May 2016 at The Llanharan Miner’s 
Welfare Hall, Llanharan at 6:30pm. 
  
The next Ordinary Council Meeting will be on Thursday 19th May 2016 at The Llanharan 
Miner’s Welfare Hall, Llanharan at 7:00pm. 
 



A reminder that the Minutes of the Community Council’s and it’s committee’s meetings can 
be found at the office in the Drop-in Centre, at the local Post Offices and on the 
Community Council’s web site www.llanharancc.co.uk 

Any compliments or complaints please contact me or Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan 
Community Council 01443 231430 Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk
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